Teaching English for
Aeronautical Communication
A 2-week Teacher Training Course
for teachers of aviation English

Course overview
Efficient and effective aeronautical
communication helps maintain a
safe operating environment.
Language learning forms an
integral part of this communication
process.

This 2-week course introduces teachers and trainers to
approaches and knowledge of teaching practice
specifically for aeronautical communication between pilots
and air traffic control. It allows a development of existing
teaching pedagogy and skills, through practical guidance,
enabling teachers to help learners communicate in real-life
operational contexts in the aviation environment.

Such a safety critical environment
demands professional and skilled
language training in a
communicative context,
appropriate to the real-life
operational role of the learner.

Developing such skillsets for teachers allows a focus on the
real-life communication of learners. This enables a valid
appreciation of the actual communication that takes place,
as well as understanding the language required and the
effect that the operational environment can have on the
communication processes.

Understanding the specific and
unique features of this
communication is therefore vital
for any trainer charged with
teaching language to operational
personnel.

Seeing how language is formed and produced in such
safety critical domains allows trainers to better understand
how efficient and effective communication is carried out in
aeronautical settings appropriate for learners. Developing
skills and knowledge for professional language training in
such a dynamic environment is imperative and a
prerequisite in helping to promote and support flight
safety.
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Who is the course suitable for?
Typical course participants are English teachers or trainers
who have worked in, or are considering working in, the
domain of teaching English in an aviation context. Their
learners would typically be either pilots or Air Traffic
Controllers but could also be one of the many sub-domains
related to the daily operational requirements of anyone
working in aviation, such as: Ground Handling, Flight
Schools, Military Operators, Maintenance and engineering,
etc.
What will the course include?
The course develops skill sets for teachers through a
structured methodology and practical hands-on tasks that
address:
• Real-life communication of learners
• Domain specific language – functions & references
• Communicative competence in speaking & listening
• The multiple skills in language proficiency
• Context & task-based communication learning
• CPD – developing domain and linguistic knowledge
• Interplay of phraseologies and plain language
• Discourse analysis of real-life communication
• The role and use of the ICAO Rating Scale
• Aviation domain communication including:
o The roles of Pilot and Air Traffic Controllers
o Technical functions of flight
o Aerodrome operations and ground services
o Weather
o Health and human factors
o Legislative framework for aviation
• Working with authentic materials
• Adapting materials from general to specific purpose
• Needs analysis for learners
• Curriculum design
• Assessment and monitoring

What approach is used?
• Classes will be practical and ‘hands-on’, with reference
to relevant theory and up-to-date topics from the
aviation world.
• Courses are participant-centred and entail
involvement in tasks and activities relevant to aviation
learning contexts.
• Demonstration lessons integrating prominent features
of aviation language encourage participants to
demonstrate pedagogical and subject matter features
for their own course and lesson design.
• Tasks will be used to illustrate the key course
objectives through procedure as well as content.
Facilities & Resources
Course venues offer an extensive ELT library, a reading
room and computer stations.
Wi-Fi access is available and each course has an
accompanying online platform which enables you to
access course materials and share ideas and materials
with other course participants as well as a comprehensive
online library. This is available for six months after the
course so you can keep in touch with your colleagues and
access course materials once having returned home.
Course Price (excluding accommodation & travel)
= £960 / €1070 / CHF1180

What does the course consist of?
The course consists of 24 modules in three specific
areas:
1) Aviation communication and language
2) Operational aviation domains in context
3) Teaching pedagogy for the real-life domain
The modules are delivered by qualified Teacher
Trainers experienced in teaching English in an
aeronautical context, as well as professional
experience in one or more aviation related
domains. Classes are held from Monday to Friday
within a timetable from 0915 – 1600.
In addition to classroom time, site visits are
arranged (subject to availability and security
authorisation) to aeronautical institutions, such as:
Air Traffic Control, Aircraft Maintenance facilities,
Airside Ground Operations, etc.
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